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Contact Information:

	Name:   Ken Schafer                        MPHS  Phone: 775-2200  ex. 20211
Email Address:
 Kschafer@mt.pleasant.edzone.net  Or Schaf1km@gmail.com 
Best way to contact me:

The best way to Contact me is with the Gmail address that comes right to my phone and I will respond as soon as I can


General Purpose of the course:
Biology involves the study of all living things from microorganisms to the most highly developed plants and animals. Biology is an important foundation for students interested in careers in the medical field, health and fitness, natural resource management, environment, agriculture, scientific research, and many other fields. In addition, taking what you have learned and using it to solve a problem is the foundation of science.  That is a skill that can translate anywhere.  We challenge you to think of one area of your life where an increased ability to evaluate situations and solve problems will not be a benefit to you.  

Evaluation/Assessments and Grading Procedures: 

Your presence and a willingness to learn are essential for your success in any venture.  Your grade for this class is determined by the following weighted categories:

Assessment Breakdown:
65% - Unit/Chapter Tests.  This category makes up a significant portion of your final grade.  Tests will be announced and will occur at the end of each unit/chapter.  We try to have at least three per marking period. 
25% - Labs and Projects - Labs will be conducted to reinforce biological concepts covered, as well as important science skills including: data collection, measuring, graphing, analysis, inquiry, and reflection.
10% - Class work/Homework Assignments - Assignments in this category include but are not limited to:  warm-ups (daily), vocabulary, concept reinforcement, section reviews, chapter reviews, quiz reviews, directed reading and interactive reading, and notebook checks.
Overall Grading Scale:

A
=
100.0 - 93.0


C
=
76.9 - 73.0
A-
=
92.9 - 90.0


C-
=
72.9 - 70.0
B+
=
89.9 - 87.0


D+
=
69.9 - 67.0
B
=
86.9 - 83.0


D
=
66.9 - 63.0
B-
=
82.9 - 80.0


D-
=
62.9 - 60.0
C+
=
79.9 - 77.0


F
=
below 59.9
POWERSCHOOL:  

We believe that learning and education happen at all hours of the day, not just between the hours of 7:37 a.m. and 2:40 p.m.  It is our belief that learning begins at home and continues at school, and resumes again at home.  Parents and students have access to the Powerschool system to monitor progress and attendance. We encourage you to ask your child about their progress regularly and to check Poweschool periodically.  
Trimester Grades Are Determined As Follows:

Each marking period counts for 3/7 of the total final grade and the end of trimester exam counts 1/ 7 of the total final grade.
Course Outcomes: Aligned with Michigan Content Standards
· Interdependence of Living Systems and the Environment - Students describe how energy is transferred through food webs. They recognize and analyze the consequences of the dependence of organisms on environmental resources and the interdependence of organisms in ecosystems.
· Evolution and Biodiversity - Students recognize that evolution is the result of genetic changes that occur in constantly changing environments. They can explain that modern evolution includes both the concepts of common descent and natural selection. They illustrate how the consequences of natural selection and differential reproduction have led to the great biodiversity on Earth.
Classwork/Homework Policy and Make-Up Work:
In the working world, the job you have has duties and tasks associated with it.  Some tasks will have more importance than others.  Some of them you’ll like doing, and some of them you may dread.  Yet the expectation is that you will complete the duties of your job.  Your “job” from 7:37 to 2:41 is school, and this is the place to develop the habits you need to be successful in your post-high school lives, including: Punctuality, organization, communication, reliability, integrity, and a strong work ethic
All assignments will have a given due date.  If you are absent, YOU are responsible for finding out about the missed assignments and completing the work on time.   It is expected that you make up missed assignments in a timely fashion.   This involves you finding an appropriate time to discuss what you missed, what you need, and when it should be complete with us.  Extra copies of any handout will be located in the wood shelves on the wall near the front door.  However, we will not accept late work after I have already returned graded assignments back to the class.  The late work policy can be revised at any time.
Participation and Preparation: 

In order to really improve at anything, you have to be an active and willing participant.  I stink at golf.  Seriously.  I’m bad.   But watching the Masters and reading Golf Digest is not going to compensate for the fact that I only golf once per year, and never practice.  No wonder my stroke never improves.  My point:  Passive participation may allow me to learn a few things, but it greatly diminishes my ability to retain anything.   
Active participation is extremely important to understanding Biology and maintaining a level of interest.   Actively engaging in your education is the best thing you can do to 
Please bring the following Materials to class everyday: 

· Your textbook: Biology, Principles & Explorations Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2008       
· A pencil 
· A folder to organize your work in
· A single subject notebook 

Classroom Pass Policy:

1.   A student will be given 3 passes per 6 weeks to use at his/her discretion.

2. If a student does not use his/her pass during the 6 weeks; they may turn them in to receive 1 extra credit points per pass.

3. A student must have a pass to leave the classroom
4. Misuse/Abuse of pass may result in loss of pass privileges and/or detention, discipline referral, phone call/note home.

5. Even with a pass, it is up to the teacher to decide if the student can leave the room. YOU MUST ALWAYS ASK BEFORE LEAVING THE ROOM
School Attendance andTardy Policy:

Your future (or perhaps current) employer will expect you to not only come to work as scheduled but also show up on time for work and ready to perform your duties.  We maintain the same expectation.  Again, now is the time to continue developing and valuing important life skills like reliability and punctuality.  Don’t allow yourself to develop bad habits now.
As per the Student Handbook: 

** If a student exceeds 10 absences in any individual class, they can only earn credit by passing the testing out test with a grade of 77% or better.  

 

** Tardiness will be handled in the following manner:

1. The student is expected to be in his/her seat with all materials once the 2nd bell has rung.
2. Tardy 1 & 2 will be handled at the discretion of the teacher. This will be a verbal warning/reminder from the teacher regarding the Tardy Policy 
3. Tardy 3/4 will result in detention
4. Tardy 5+ will result in phone call home, discipline referral to office, and detention
Please be advised that leaving class early will be recorded as a tardy or absent tardy 
and may be subject to further disciplinary action.

Classroom Expectations:
I maintain high expectations for student achievement, effort, and personal conduct in our class.  I believe that it is the students’ right to learn, and that teachers have a responsibility to facilitate learning and maintain a classroom conducive to student achievement.  I care about the well-being of our students, both academically and socially.  It is our honor to help you mature in both aspects to better prepare you for what lies in your future.  Remember; when all is said and done, it is YOUR actions and decisions that dictate YOUR outcomes, both good and bad.  

Therefore I expect that you will:
· Respect and adhere to the policies or Mt. Pleasant High School at all time (including and especially regarding cell phones)
· Be on time to class, come prepared, and be ready to begin before the bell.
· Conduct yourself in a manner appropriate for school, and science lab, and show respect for the all individuals and equipment in the class.

· Utilize your time in a productive manner, whether alone or in groups, to complete assigned tasks in the allotted time to do so.
· THINK, ASK QUESTIONS, AND DO NOT BE AFRAID TO BE WRONG!  Having misconceptions and asking questions shows engagement in the process, and helps you learn WHY something may be wrong, and why something else is correct.

For a complete list of student expectations, see the student handbook.
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